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TONKIN HIGHWAY–MUNDIJONG ROAD EXTENSION 
Grievance 

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [9.26 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I thank the 
minister for being here for my grievance this week. I note that my last one was heard by her parliamentary 
secretary. It was about a petition that was tabled containing 1 593 signatures from the local community, requesting 
that the minister invest in making the daily commute safer by upgrading the Thomas Road–Nicholson Road 
intersection. I assume that the minister was updated and briefed by her parliamentary secretary and that a response 
is being worked on. Considering the announcement this week by Andrew Hastie of $10 million in funding, I hope 
that the response will be a positive one. 

Today I am once again advocating on behalf of the residents of Darling Range. The community has asked me to 
continue to raise this issue with the state government and to ask it to deliver on its promise to extend Tonkin Highway 
through to Mundijong Road. As the minister knows, this affects not just the people who live at the end of 
Tonkin Highway in Byford, but also those in Oakford, Mundijong, Serpentine and Jarrahdale. It also affects the 
tens of thousands of motorists who travel along Tonkin Highway. 

Since the people of Darling Range elected me to represent them on 23 June last year, I have advocated to the 
Minister for Transport, as the responsible minister, for a start date for this project, which will provide certainty for 
landowners and protect daily commuters in this area. As the minister should be aware, a number of lives have been 
lost on the side roads that are currently being used in this area. The community is desperate for this promise to be 
delivered. To date, every response provided by the minister in writing, in answers to questions, and in short quips 
here in Parliament, has been dismissive and deflective, including falsehoods that the East Metropolitan Region 
received nothing for eight years under the previous Liberal government. After two years on the job, I trust that the 
minister now has an understanding of the process of road development. The previous Liberal government, which 
I was very proud to be a part of, invested over $l billion in roads in the East Metropolitan Region. As the minister 
well knows, many of those roads were in her electorate. However, she chooses to attempt to rewrite history. 

Tonkin Highway is the biggest north–south transport route across the East Metropolitan Region. There is a strategic 
long-term plan for this vital piece of infrastructure. The biggest investment funded and started under the previous 
Liberal government, worth $1 billion, was the Gateway WA project, which eased congestion for tens of thousands 
of motorists along Tonkin Highway and produced over 7 000 jobs. The gateway project was the biggest road 
investment in Perth’s history, and upgraded Tonkin Highway from Great Eastern Highway through to Dunreath Drive, 
Abernethy Road and Roe Highway. Investment was also delivered to the Berkshire Road–Roe Highway upgrade. 
Drivers are now seeing the benefit of the Liberal government investment in Tonkin Highway north through to 
Collier Road, Morley Drive and Malaga Drive et cetera. The works have now started going through to Ellenbrook 
and Muchea, which is something that the previous Liberal government advocated and worked hard for, and 
committed to doing. However, the next stage of Tonkin Highway is where the Minister for Transport comes in. 
We need her support, and it is her decision to complete the next part; that is, to extend Tonkin Highway south, 
with upgrades to Hale Road, Welshpool Road and Kelvin Road and the extension south from Thomas Road to 
Mundijong. The minister and her Premier, along with the Labor Party’s previous member, previously agreed that 
this extension was required. They all agreed and committed to the extension in 2017, and then again at the by-election 
with the Labor Party candidate, they all agreed to the extension and committed to that. They were all happy to 
splash their smiley faces across the local papers and in the material that was put into letterboxes, and they agreed 
and committed to the people of Darling Range that the Tonkin Highway extension upgrade was crucial and that 
they would deliver. 

Where are we now? As the minister and the Premier crowed this week and last week, they have a great working 
relationship with the federal Liberal government. They have accepted the money that it has generously given the 
state for many projects and GST upgrades. Part of that crowing includes $10 million for the Nicholson Road and 
Thomas Road upgrade. It includes also over $400 million for the Tonkin Highway extension, as delivered by 
Andrew Hastie, who is a great working member for the people of Canning. Ken Wyatt, the federal member for 
Hasluck, has also delivered $293 million in total for the upgrades to Hale, Welshpool and Kelvin Roads. 

The state government now has millions and millions of dollars to go forward on these projects, yet today it is 
sitting on the money in the bank. My questions to the minister on behalf of the people of Darling Range are: When 
will she start creating the jobs that these projects will deliver to the community? When will she start spending the 
money granted by the federal government? When will the people of Darling Range have certainty around the land 
they own along with the proposed Tonkin Highway extension? When will the minister stop sitting on this pile of 
cash and start delivering on the promises to upgrade the Tonkin Highway extension to Mundijong and the vital 
infrastructure along Hale, Welshpool and Kelvin Roads? Many motorists across many electorates will benefit from 
that extension. We all know that Tonkin Highway is a vital road infrastructure for trucks, transport and general 
motorists. We ask the minister to take off her political hat for one moment and deliver on the promises that she 
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made the people of Darling Range and surrounding areas and create the jobs for Western Australia with the money 
she has been given by the federal government. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.32 am]: I thank the member for Darling Range 
for that grievance. I hope she puts my entire response on her social media stream. The member said today that she 
was elected by the people of Darling Range in 2018. She was actually the member for that area for eight and a half 
years. She was elected as member for East Metropolitan Region by the people of Darling Range for eight and 
a half years. We have done a Hansard search to see how many times the member raised Tonkin Highway in the 
Parliament in that eight and a half years and the answer was zero. Zero! She did nothing. She was the member for 
eight and a half years and she did nothing—absolutely nothing. She did not raise the issue. 

She stood up today and said that the money was in the bank. She has misled this house. She does not understand 
the budget. When does the money flow for this project? Where is it? 

Mrs A.K. Hayden: You have got the money. It is untied. Where is your planning? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member has no idea. She gets talking points sent to her from the federal campaign because 
her whole existence is basically based on people who parachuted her into that seat, and now this is payback. That 
is basically it. I know the area of Darling Range because, unlike the member opposite, I was born and bred in 
Darling Range. I grew up in Darling Range and I know the Tonkin Highway very well. That is why the McGowan 
Labor government has made it a priority. Let us go through the history. 

In the lead-up to the 2008 election, Tony Simpson described the Tonkin Highway extension as a priority for the 
community and the Liberal Party. The then shadow Treasurer, Steve Thomas, said that it was a great project and 
supported its construction as soon as the state government could afford to do so. That was in 2008. The former 
government had billions come in. It racked up a $40 billion debt and it could not find money for the Tonkin Highway 
extension in eight and a half years. Shame, member for Darling Range! Shame, member for Darling Range! Shame! 

Mr V.A. Catania: Years of neglect. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Do not get involved in this. 

In 2010 the Minister for Transport, Hon Simon O’Brien, said that it would take five to eight years to build the 
Tonkin Highway. They did nothing. In 2012 — 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Darling Range, I call you for the first time. Would you please let the 
answer be given? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Put this on social media: the member for Darling Range did nothing. In eight and a half years 
she did nothing. Nothing. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Darling Range, I call you for a second time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In the 2013 election campaign, Tony Simpson said that his focus for Darling Range would be 
transport. He said that the then government would finalise the work of the Tonkin Highway extension community 
working group and lobby to have its recommendation implemented. The Liberal Party sent off Tony Simpson to 
set up a working group to develop a business case. The member mentioned the strategic business case yesterday. 
Did the former government submit that to Infrastructure Australia? No, because it was not a proper business case. 
I have done the research and, in fact, it was a business case developed to try to get funding from the federal 
government. Let us keep going through the history. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was never submitted to IA. I will give the member an update. 

The former transport minister, Dean Nalder, said that the extension would not be a high priority for the then 
state government. We keep going. The then federal member for Canning, Don Randall, said that he approached 
Dean Nalder and previous transport ministers about the extension until that point, but was not treated as a priority. 
In 2015, the then member lobbied and lobbied. The mayor came out and said that the state government did not 
think that this was a priority until 2031. The transport plan the Liberal Party released said that that project should 
be built in 2031. That is the history of the project. 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Member, I did not interject on you. 
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What happens? Andrew Hastie is elected. Do we see this project on the agenda in the federal budget? No. In federal 
budget after federal budget after federal budget, not a cent is allocated. Did the then state government commit to 
a cent? No. Did it make it an election commitment? No. It did nothing—absolutely nothing. The member for 
Darling Range, who was the member representing this area for eight and a half years, did nothing. She had 
transport ministers who said that it would not be built until 2031. Then what changed in 2017? It was the election 
of a state Labor government. That state Labor government started working to put it on the agenda, and we 
undertook the serious work that needs to be done to get the business case developed. We started working on stage 
1 and stage 2 business cases. Last year in April–May we approached the federal government to get the funding 
allocated, and it was. However, we wanted 80 per cent funding for this project. In the meantime, Main Roads 
Western Australia was developing the business case process, the proper process, that the federal government 
demands. Stage 1 and stage 2 business cases were done in August 2018. 

On 5 February this year we submitted our stage 3 business case to the federal government through the Department of 
the Premier and Cabinet, which then sent it to the federal government. Infrastructure Australia is currently assessing 
the stage 3 business case. We are in the process of starting the environmental approvals. We are actually doing the 
work. The thing that changed was the election of a state Labor government that put it on the agenda. I raised it 
with the federal government. The Premier and the Treasurer wanted 80 per cent. I raised also the 80 per cent and 
now we are at that stage. We are doing the work. 

Does the member for Darling Range know when the funding is allocated? 

Mrs A.K. Hayden interjected. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: No, does she know? She does not know because she does not do her work. She gets sent talking 
lines because she does not have the ability to research. Let us go through the cash flow they sent. The substantial 
funding for this project flows in 2021–22. We are doing the work and we are going to get this project done because 
we see it as a priority. We put it on the agenda. Hastie has been there since 2015 and the only reason we have 
funding is because of the state Labor government. I will contact the 1 900 people in Darling Range and tell them 
exactly how many times the member opposite raised this matter in eight and a half years to show them how lazy 
she was. All the member for Darling Range was doing was the wine circuit, if not the cocktail circuit.  
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